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Seoul Korea

f

Feb'y 1, 1893 Samuel A. Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

In beginning my third annual letter to you I wish first of all to thank you for your kind and
appreciative letters and also to again assure you that you and we have every reason to feel encouraged
and hopeful in view of the past year's work in Korea We have closed one Annual Meeting, one which
was a delight to us all chiefly because of the evident presence of the Spirit of God giving us the
greatest harmony of action nothwithstanding very divergent views on some questions as they first

presented themselves.

You would be delighted could you see the evident desire on the part of all to get at the real
work which we came to do and could you see the spirit which animates our discussions and the
determination to plan only for a solid and enduring work.

We had hard problems to solve this year and questions which affect the future lives and work
of most of us but they were met with much prayer and with a willingness to do whatever the Lord
seemed to indicate through the Mission was His will.

It was a responsible place in which we older ones were placed and we gave the questions most
thorough discussion and thought and much prayer that we might assign the new people to such places
and work and place them in such relations with the older missionaries as would promise most for the
advancement of the work and at the same time maintain the excellent spirit of harmony in the Mission.

Messrs. Gale & Lee and myself were the Com. on apportionment of sub-stations & work and
we had the active counsel & co-operation of Mr. Baird as we were all at my house during the meeting
We thoroughly canvassed the situation and the personal preferences of all and then assigned work
When the report was submitted not an objection was raised and all stand ready to go ahead with the
work assigned them.

You will see from the reports what was done during the year and how we regard the work. I

have nothing further to report except to speak of the proposed work for the coming year and to seek
to emphasize the desirability, I should almost say the necessity, of an endorsement of some of our
plans

Personally the opening and occupation of Pyeng Yang affect me most and I shall be greatly

disappointed and feel that we have lost ground should the Board fail to approve and appropriate the

$1000.00 asked for discretionary use in purchase of property, nevertheless I look upon another
question as of prime importance. I refer to that of moving the Girls' School. We recognize the fact

that we are proposing a great change and one involving considerable expense from which the Board
may shrink should the receipts for this year prove to be no larger than last. However, I feel sure that a

special appeal to the Women and to Children's Bands would raise the funds and our work is now
getting in such a shape that to my mind such a move is imperative if it be at all possible to accomplish
it We have for a long time been agreed upon two points, viz., the hindrance to our work which arises

from residence in the foreign settlement and the desirability of opening work in another section of this

large city where more direct access to Koreans can be obtained and where they will feel more free to
visit us.



The Girls' School ought to be the center of a large work among the women and I feel that it

will be a shame to shut up the ladies of the school in this foreign settlement when they will be able to
accomplish so much more elsewhere We hope some day to have a lady physician in connection with
the school and women's work, and a women's dispensary and hospital on such a scale as is possible.

Whatever is done a change is necessary, for the present building is not at all adequate to the

needs of the Girls' School, of Women's Work, and of the dwellings of the three ladies In addition to

this it is just across the street from an exactly similar work of the M E. Mission so that from the point

of view of economy in the distribution of Mission forces the move is a good one.

The site selected is a most healthful one on a knoll ofNam San (South Mountain) inside the

city wall just beyond the Korean houses along the main street leading to one of the city gates. It is 2

miles from here and will give access to a large population of the humbler classes and will allow for

contact with Koreans I cannot give you an idea of how residence in the foreign settlement here

interferes with our work Most of us have been thoroughly unwilling to remain here, Mr Gale, Mr.

Baird & myself each & all having repeatedly said that should we be stationed in Seoul we would object

to staying in this foreign settlement We have all been located out of Seoul but all our reasons apply

to this question of removing the Girls' School.

I have seen the plans for the Korean building for school purposes and that one for the ladies'

residence which meets the approval of Messrs Baird & Lee and Miss Doty of the Building Com and

they seem to me well adapted to the work. I certainly prefer a one-story building in Korea. The
buildings which we have had here with the exception of that used for the Boys' School have never

been well built nor well adapted to our work. The plans which we now present for buildings, location,

work, etc., I feel like urging with all the earnestness possible. The work among the women is so pre-

eminently important that we have given it most careful attention in our plans and we long to see the

school and the ladies with it so situated that that work may tell most effectively in evangelizing the

land.

To Miss Strong we look for the development of this work and she is just such an one as we
have been praying for

You may feel that we are asking for an enlargement in our equipment without showing very

large results from what we have already received, but when you bear in mind that 4 years marks the

longest stay of anyone now here you will realize that these years could not be otherwise than very

largely years of preparation and foundation laying. With the arrival of new forces and the transfer of

the older men to our three new stations (Fusan, Gensan [Wonsan] & Pyeng Yang) another year of

preparation and of planning for enlarged work is necessary We want to plan wisely for future results

and to lay a solid foundation in the language so that we may build up a work which shall endure and

gain strength as it advances Notwithstanding all that has been written about the ease of acquiring the

language and the simplicity of its alphabet, with but one exception those who have made most

progress in it are agreed that it is the most difficult of languages. A smattering is easily acquired but

more than a smattering is required if one will do thorough work.

We too are apt to grow impatient for large results but undue haste always brings failure and

regret Our Evangelist said to me yesterday - "We are stronger today than ever and our work is in far

better shape As a result of the earnest, steady, thorough work of the past few years there are men all

through the country who are seriously pondering the truth of Christianity and we are ready to push



ahead.
\

I want also to assure you that in our Annual Meeting every effort was made to secure the
strictest economy in the use of funds. You will notice in the estimates that a number of items have
been reduced as experience has shown us that we did not use all that has heretofore been granted We
want to make a reputation for asking for as small amounts as injustice to our work we can possibly
get along with and we are not asking on the principal that you will cut us down whatever we ask.

Concerning our requests for work in Gensan, the purchase of the lot bought by Mr Gale and
the continuance of appropriation for building. This was one of the important questions which
demanded attention. The presence of Mr. Gale from Gensan and of both Mr. Ohlinger of the M.E.
Mission and myself who had visited the port enabled us to act intelligently. Had I been in Seoul last
summer when the first action was taken, the objection that the proposed site was near the Japanese
quarters would never have been raised for I had seen the place and knew that it was far enough away
to offset that objection. When Mr. Ohlinger was in Gensan he saw that the lot which Mr Gale has
bought was the best and only really good site obtainable and so advised them to buy it at once.

When the question came before us we referred it to the Building Com. and upon their
favorable report we have asked for the purchase of this lot rather than the Knott property

The Building Com. have since asked Mr. Lee to go from Pyeng Yang this summer and give
Mr Gale some assistance in building.

Will it not be possible for the Board to give its sanction to the plans for Gensan and also
continue this year's appropriations for land & building before it meets to make the new appropriations
for the whole year? If this can be done then work can be begun and the house made ready for
occupation this coming winter - thus saving $35.00 a month for rent.

We are also eager to have Mr Gale settled as soon as possible in order that he may pursue his
literary work for we feel that he has a more accurate knowledge of and better command of the
language than any foreigner except the French priest who has been in Korea.

The Mission has assigned Mr Lee, Mr. Swallen and myself to open & occupy Pyeng Yang and
with the Board s approval, that problem for a year or more will occupy our almost undivided attention
We purpose going up there next month and after a short stay in which we hope to buy a native house
which we can occupy for a year or two, Mr Swallen will leave for a tour through Whang Hai province
with Evangelist Choi, I will go on to Eui Ju & Kou Syeng to oversee the work of Evangelist Paik and
Helper Kim while Lee will remain in Pyeng Yang. After a stay in Eui Ju I will return to Pyeng Yang
and Lee & I will stay there some time until he goes to help Gale in Gensan and I will return to Seoul
or hunt up some place in which to pass the rainy season.

We shall again go up in the Fall and if the way be clear to do so will take some of our
household goods and stay all winter in the hope that Mr. & Mrs. Swallen will be able to join us in the
following Spring.

I hope to do far more this year in the way of direct preaching of the gospel - since I feel as tho
I had sufficient knowledge of this difficult language to enable me to go ahead. Just what experiences
await us in seeking to live in Pyeng Yang we know not but believing that the Lord says, "Abide there",



we wi go ahead trusting in Him to open the way and prepare the hearts of the people to welcome our
presence. I shall send you a report of our trip in the summer. But one other topic and I shall finish
this long letter. We hope that no effort will be spared to secure the two doctors promised us but yetwe want none rather than fail to get consecrated and able men whose whole hearts are in the work of
saving souls.

We are grateful for the new men and women sent us and are more than pleased with them and
the way they are taking hold of the language and work.

Hoping that this year will bring you increased joy in your personal life and in the Master's
service.

Sincerely yours in His work,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Microfilm Reel #179)



Seoul, Korea Feb'y 24, 1893 Samuel A.Moffett

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

The Medical Committee of the Mission of which I am a member has instructed me to write

to you on two matters relating to our medical work.

The first concerns plans for the securing of a hospital. We all feel the great importance of

our having a well equipped, well supported hospital here and the Mission has for several years

emphasized this but we are apparently no nearer to securing one than we were years ago. Dr.

Vinton felt sure that he could raise funds outside of the supporters of the Board by making

personal appeals but you wrote him objecting to that method. We at present see no way of

securing what we so greatly desire and in our recent consideration of the subject we decided to

appeal to you for counsel and advice. Can you not propose to us some plan or suggest the means
which shall lead to our securing such a hospital as we should have. I think you will recognize the

fact that the Government Hospital is only such in name and that we have no place where in-

patients can be treated and at the same time be brought under the influence of the gospel.

I notice in Women's Work for January that last year hospitals were secured by the Mission

at Lakawan and Tripoli. Can we not have one for Korea either this or next year? We are ready to

follow up any scheme proposed or to co-operate in any plan. However, we are hoping to make a

beginning in hospital work on a very simple scale and it is with reference to this that I am also to

write you.

At the Annual Meeting the Mission directed that dispensary & hospital work on such a

scale as is prossible be begun in the outbuildings at Kou Tong Kul. Following out these

instructions the Medical Com with Dr Vinton have arranged for the use of certain rooms there -

but it is necessary to put them in condition for work at a small expense.

Dr Vinton reports on hand some $80.00 as his receipts for nearly two years - the

accumulation of small sums received now & then from Korean & Japanese patients. Under the

rule this must be reported to the Treasurer which has been done. Now the Medical Com. has

taken the following action. With the approval of the Station we have decided to use this $80.00

in beginning Hospital work there - subject of course to the sanction of the Board and I am now
writing for this sanction. The Medical Com. feels that it could very materially advance the

medical work without very troublesome delays could it have the permission of the Board to

expend such small sums received by the physicians from native (not foreign) practice - subject

only to Mission or station approval without the necessity of writing to New York.

Kindly let me know the decision of the Board with reference to this $80.00 for we are

more than eager to see some Christian hospital work inaugurated by our Mission .

By this mail or next there will also go Mission request for premission to sell the Koan No
Mo Kol property used for women's work Mrs. Gifford, whose work deserves the most thorough

commendations and hearty co-operation greatly desires to obtain a place better situated for her



work and her plan has long ago met the approval of the station & Mission - but the last request
was by mistake sent in name of station instead of the Mission

Kindly give the enclosed note to Mrs. Fuy.

Lee, Swallen & I leave in 10 days for Pyeng Yang. Word from Mr. Underwood makes us
think he will be here sometime in April or May. He will be most heartily welcomed.

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A. Moffett



Seoul Korea May 8, 1893 Samuel Austin Moffett

Dr. Ellinwood:

Enclosed please find a letter & pictures which I hope may be deemed what is wanted for
the August number of Church at Home & Abroad.

I am hoping to leave this week for another visit to Pyeng Yang confident that our first

repulse was only temporary and due entirely to indiscretion in making known to unreliable

Koreans what were our plans. (This was done by others.) I am quite sure that had we been
allowed to carry out our plans we should have been as successful as we were at Eui Ju but I hope
the first failure will but prove to have been a blessing. I go this time expecting to stay a month or
so according to the development of affairs but I hope to be able to report very considerable

progress towards gaining an abiding place in Pyeng Yang. One thing our last trip proved to me
very much to my regret viz that Mr. Lee cannot yet endure the long country trips and that for a
year or two he must give them up. I hope he will be able to arrange to stay in Gensan until we get
Pyeng Yang ready for him and his wife and that one or two years there will but fit him for work.

I am greatly disappointed, as he is, over this turn in his health for we had looked forward
with great satisfaction to working together in gaining our way into this interior city.

At present all sorts of rumors (largely false and exaggerated ones) are circulating

concerning a rebellion in the South As usual Washington & London will probably hear a great

deal more alarming news than we who are here will ever know. If the rebellion does amount to

anything we have no fears for ourselves and I doubt not that any change in the country will but
open it the more freely to the gospel and that our positions here will be the stronger and our
privileges the greater.

The people are most abominably misgoverned - the officials being little more than robbers
and the officials are hated beyond all expression.

Altho we have but few converts as yet the influence of the gospel truth is having a great

deal to do with the discontent and loud complaints of the people. Hatred of the Japanese is strong

but my travels in the country have given me every reason to think that the people are friendly to

westerners. The rebellion may take the form of opposition to all foreigners - merely as an excuse
to get the government into difficulties in order to overthrow it, but I expect no serious outbreak
against us.

Much to our joy we hear of Dr Underwood's arrival in Fusan and look for him here
tomorrow. With kindest regards,

Very Sincerely yours,

S. A Moffett



Seoul Korea

Moffett

May 15, 1893 Samuel Austin

Mr. Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Before getting off for Pyeng Yang today, I write with reference to the project for removal of the

Girls' School Your letter to the Mission on that point has filled us with anxiety lest a failure to present

clearly to you the great importance and advantage of this move should cause its failure. 1 think I wrote

pretty clearly before and would ask that my letter again be read. I wish to make one more point You refer

to the objection to building a residence for a clerical missionary in connection with the Girls' School as tho

our idea was to place such a man there as a mere necessary incidental connection of the school On the

contrary our idea has been that planting the Girls' School far over on the other side of the city would be

almost equivalent to establishing a new station and that we could not put a minister in a better place for

effective and necessary work than to place him there. How I wish you could realize the advantage to be

gamed by such a move. In this foreign settlement a man's time is eaten up by all sorts of social duties,

committee meetings, etc., and he does not gain that sympathy with & for Koreans & Korean life which is

such an element in one's success Better far have but two ministers and a doctor here with the Boys' School

and let the rest get out of this neighborhood even tho it involves considerable expense.

With Dr. Underwood here - engaged in literary work and evangelistic work with Chapels & m
connection with dispensaries through the city this section of the city and a church here will be provided for.

Mr. Miller as Treasurer and superintendant of Boys' School can just as well be here. Beyond that please

do not insist upon bunching the ministers in Seoul in this foreign settlement when by putting Mr Moore in

Kou Tong Kul as we have done and Mr Gifford on the other side of the city with Girls' School (as I hope

we shall do) we shall be able to meet in these sections of the city - entirely different people, far more

effectively.

Will this entail some outlay and an apparent loss in property already in hand? What if it does - if

the whole object of our coming to Korea is thereby the better attained, viz., to get into the life of Koreans

and plant the gospel m their hearts to their regeneration.

Nothing before us has been given more thorough & careful consideration - having been talked of

for three years - a discussion culminating in a fixed conclusion that it is by far the best move to make.

Grant us this and I feel sure the outcome will be satisfactory Ifwe fail to get this and we will I feel sure

feel that we have done what we could to get into the most efficient condition for good work but that we
have been hindered & cnpplied because of a failure on part of Board to realize the situation. Ifwe cannot

get this otherwise, cannot one of the Secretaries or members of the Board pay us a visit soon and see the

situation for yourselves.

We want the ladies in the School to have more direct access to the women of Korea and we want a

minister with them to build up a church as the result of their labors among the women - he to look

especially after work among the men of the families reached by the women.

With kind regards and prayers for blessings upon your work and ours,

Very sincerely.

S A Moffett



Pyeng Yang, Korea

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood

June 6, 1893 Samuel Austin Moffett

I came up here from Seoul two weeks ago during the midst of all sorts of rumors about a

rebellion in the South and numerous troubles in the North. Knowing that in Korea rumor is

always 100 times as large as the facts, I did not expect any serious trouble and so things have

turned out. However, I found the country and the people here very restless and anxious and our

helper here Mr. Han told me the governor had sent out word to arrest all people found studying

strange doctrines. This was intended to apply to the "Tong Haks" a sort of secret political

religious society which was giving all the trouble in the South but we did not know what effect it

would have upon the attitude of the people towards our books and teachings.

We are feeling our way here seeking to let it be known very plainly what our mission is

but at the same time avoiding any such moves as will create suspicion or give any cause for

disturbance.

The first thing that impressed me as we walked on the streets was the frequent words of

abuse, not spoken to us, but about us and the changed attitude of the boys towards us. They had

always heretofore been quiet and orderly but this time they were loud, noisy and insolent. I

wondered at this and am sorry to know that it was, as I found out in a short while, largely due as I

believe to the actions oftwo members of the S P G Mission [Society for the Propagation of the

Gospel] who were here at the time They treated the people and especially the boys most rudely

and called forth threats of driving them out of the city. We were confounded with them and as we
passed along the street for several days a good many such remarks were made. The last few days

I have heard none of that and everything has been very much as it used to be I hope the visit of

the S.P.G.'s will be very infrequent until such time as we win our way in here.

Soon after I came Mr Han who had moved his family here succeeded in quietly buying a

small house where I shall expect to spend a great part of the fall and winter - breaking my stay by

return to Seoul for Annual Meeting and a visit to Eui Ju.

This is not located in a healthy region - and is only intended as a temporary move looking

forward to the purchase of suitable property when present officials have been replaced or

whenever our presence here causes no comment or objection. The mistake made in the Spring

renders great caution necessary but I feel sure that if we are left to ourselves to carry out our

plans we shall win our way in here before a great while

I am truly thankful that I have found such a good helper in Mr. Han he has surprised me
by his courage and zeal and is most earnest in preaching We have taken a number of walks

together in the immediate suburbs and have talked to groups of people Last week we went out

to a large suburb and underneath a big tree placed ourselves to sell books and preach. Quite a

crowd gathered and both of us were busily engaged in explaining the contents of the books. Last

Sunday we quietly gathered in Mr Han's house and I preached to a company of some 20 persons.

Inquirers have been visiting me daily in the inn so that gradually our presence and mission is



becoming known. I wish it were so that I could pass the summer here but our surroundings in

this area are so thoroughly unhealthy and this weather is becoming so hot that it would not be
safe even tho I thought it advisable to stay a long time at this stage of our work. I am anxious to

get off this time before any question is raised about Han's house or his right here, feeling it to be
safe for me to go at once to his house as to an inn on my next visit - when it is known that my
stay here now was only a temporary one

I sincerely hope that during August, Korea's month, that our work in Pyeng Yang may be
specially remembered in the prayers of the church. I often feel like crying out, "Who is sufficient

for these things?" as perplexing question succeeds question and I have so little to guide me in

decisions which must be made. However, I hope I have faith to take the Lord at His word and I

try to realize that it is not our wisdom but His guidance which will open this city to us and that he
will overrule our mistakes. Pyeng Yang is a desperately wicked city, thoroughly given over to

immorality. The things I have learned of it on this trip are simply horrible beyond all description.

If it becomes my privilege - as I hope it will, to see it changed under the preaching of the gospel, I

shall be thankful indeed.

We shall return to Seoul in a few days in time to arrange with Mr Miller for the closing of
the Boys' School during the summer - if that is feasible and I expect to return here the 1st of
September after arranging for the re-opening of the School in the fall After our Annual Meeting
which this year meets in October, I doubt not the School will be placed entirely in Mr. Miller's

hands and my work in Seoul will have ceased

With kindest regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Samuel A Moffett



Fusan, Korea

Moffett
Aug. 2, 1893 Samuel Austin

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

The Board letter sending the Notice of Appropriations for the year took us pretty generally by
surprise as we had no idea we should ever be cut so heavily. The reduction of S 1442.00 ordered by the
Board stared us in the face, however, and we met to give it careful consideration. We knew at once that we
could not cut the work and the question of cutting the salaries raised a discussion. Some said they could
not possibly stand a reduction this year in view of certain arrangements they had made. Some said that the
Mission could not reduce the salary of any man without his consent as the salary was an agreement
between the Board and the missionary. All felt that the reduction ordered was excessive, necessitating the
discontinuance of work which we felt thoroughly unwilling to discontinue if there were any other way out
of the difficulty. Finally a committee was appomted to report a plan and another meeting. A few days
after, this Com. reported as follows:

1st - Outside of three items,

Class IV Evangelistic - Special Work in Eui Ju $37.00
" Sunday School 11.25

IX Mission & Station Expenses Health Charges 150.00

amounting in all to $198.75,

we deem it utterly impossible for us to make any reductions in the amounts appropriated for the various
branches of the work of the station. Unwilling to take the responsibility for cutting off the work, we must if

the Board absolutely requires a further reduction, place the responsibility for it upon the Board & the
Church.

2nd - The Board's letter havmg stated: "There is an impression also that the salaries are unduly high in

proportion to those of other countries adjacent, Japan and especially China. An addition was made to the

Korean salaries 2 or 3 years ago with the understanding that it was temporary and was only justified by
certain extra expenditures which made the cost of living m Korea greater than in China or Japan. The
Board has made no definite reduction as yet in this direction, it would prefer that as the reasons for increase
diminish the reduction should be made by the Mission itself' -- we wish to call attention to the fact that 4
years ago the Korean salaries were decreased from $1500.00 ($1200.00 + $300.00 for freight & duties) to

$1400.00 (with nothing for freight & duties) the present amount. We also refer to section 20 of the Board's
manual which says: Salaries are determined by the Board on the basis of correspondence with the

Missions." We, therefore, have not the power to officially reduce the salaries.

3rd - We request that the Mission at its Annual Meeting next October ascertain the views of the

missionaries on the subject of salaries and that these together with such information as may be deemed
advisable be clearly presented to the Board with the request that upon the basis of such information the

Board determine the amount of salary which shall be given after this year

4th - In order to as far as possible meet the reduction ordered by the Board we move that an opportunity be
given to all members of the Mission to make a voluntary offering, the sum so obtained to be placed to credit

of the Board Treasurer and that whatever amount of the $1442.00 reduction which is not met by the above
reduction of $198.75 and the voluntary offering be referred to the Board with the request that the action

ordermg the reduction be repealed
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t0 al1 and as a member of*e Com appointed I am ready to report toou a e contributions of the Mission to meet this reduction amount to the sum of $835 00 which withthe reduction of $198 75 makes $1033.75.
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I need wnte nothing further on the subject. The case is before you. The contribution by the

Charges

^ h**" m°re 3 generous onc and ln addltlon we cut off all the appropriation for Health

We cannot cut the work and I am sure the Board will not do so.

Section 3 of the Com report will insure the presentation of each one's view on the salary question to theBoard and as we have and do differ on that question the Board can judge as to what is right. I have wished

subject

t6ad °f SU88eStmg that We reduce thc salary the Board had asked for an expression of views on that

I am writing this from Fusan Quite tired out and a little unwell from the winter & spring's hardwork I concluded to spend a hot month here instead of in Seoul that I might get in good shape for a hardwmter s work m the North. Am finding plenty to do here studying, preparing tracts, preachmg and
assistmg Mr. Baird m his Evangelistic work Am greatly pleased with the prospect here and with the
earnestness of purpose in the work that is being done As yet apparent results are small but small results
that remain are no doubt more to your mind than larger reports which cause disappointment later on We
are all greatly concerned here over the condition of Dr Brown who has been failing steadily and gives
eveiy evidence of having consumption We greatly fear lest he may have to leave for America but will still
trust and pray that he may recover Dr Brown's work here has been excellent and everything promised
great success. It will be a great disappointment and loss if we lose him I do not understand the Lord's
dealings with us with reference to our physicians. We have lost one after another and are continually
deficient in our supply Dr Avison has arrived and is here with his family in Mr Baird's house His
expected little one has arrived and Mrs. Anson is well Now would be a good time for some "globe trotter"
to see the comforts of missionaries - 6 children and 7 grown people in one house fighting mosquitos.

t ,

1 retu™ to Seoul soon and as soon as the weather will permit will be off for Pveng Yang Trusting
that fire rest which the Board has given you may result in your complete recuperation and praying that youmay be spared for many years of counsel and co-operation with the Korean Mission,

Sincerely Yours in His Work,

Samuel A. Moffett



Seoul, Korea Nov 1, 1893 Samuel Austin Moffett

To The Board of Foreign Missions

53 Fifth Ave.

New York

Concerning salaries of missionaries in Korea, I desire to say that I deem $800 Gold a sufficient

salary for a single gentleman, and am perfectly willing to receive that sum as my salary for the

year 1894-95.

One can live on less but I do not think it wise to ask one to do so.

One can use more to advantage and during these years that I have received $900 Gold I have

appreciated the privilege of receiving more than absolutely needed and have been able to use it to

advantage, as I believe, in the Lord’s work here. I do not believe that cost of living

considered the present salaries in Korea are larger in proportion than those in Japan tho I judge

they are slightly larger than in China. However our only concern is to settle what is a just salary

for Korean missionaries.

Sincerely yours in the work,

Samuel A. Moffett

(Microfilm Reel #177, letter #64, Board of Foreign Missions of the PCUSA Letters &
Correspondence)



Seoul, Korea Nov. 1st, 1893 Samuel A Moffett (for Committee)

Rev F F Ellinwood, D D

Dear Brother:

We, a committee of the Korea Mission, were appointed to state to the Board the Mission's
views regarding an appeal which Dr Underwood has taken from a certain action of the Mission.
As will be seen from the minutes and the reports, the mission during its session several times
exercised its duty of oversight over the various members. Each committee, according to its duty
as laid down by the Bylaws, reported on the lines of work coming naturally under its province.
The committee on Education made several changes, the committee on the apportionment ofwork
changed the duties of several members, even definitely prescribing the number of hours ofwork in

some cases, and the report of the committee, which was written by Dr. Underwood, then
chairman, more or less affected the details of the duties of each member of the mission. In all

these cases and in many others the same principle was recognized and was never questioned by
any member. It seemed to be the opinion of all that we had agreed to work together surrendering
certain individual rights in accordance with the promise made to the Board before coming to the
mission field, "We agree to try to submit our individual preferences to the will of the majority."

Dr. Underwood sees fit to appeal from the action of the mission on the clause in the report
of the Editorial Committee which reads, "In order to prevent misunderstandings we recommend
that all publications for general use be first referred to the Editorial Committee." With the
exception of Dr. Underwood the mission unanimously understand this clause to be merely the

interpretation of the Mission's Rules and Bylaws, Art. E, Sec. I, IV and Art. G, Sec. VII -

Paragraph (4), and of the Board's Manual, Sec 35. Certain misunderstandings having arisen

regarding independent publications, it was thought best to call the whole mission's attention to the
rules already existing This was done entirely with a view to harmony in our work and to prevent
misunderstandings. The committee was given no powers in addition to those which are given it

by the Bylaws and we do not understand that the mission in adopting the report was exercising
powers except those plainly given to it in Sec 35 of The Board Manual. This power has been
recognized and exercised by the mission in almost every important action of this session. The
principle underlying it, viz., that the mission should direct the work of individuals to the best
accomplishment of our common aims, has never been questioned to our knowledge. Since the
adjournment of the mission our committee has talked very fully and freely with Dr. Underwood
on the subject of the appeal He expressed himself as willing to withdraw the appeal provided
that such words were used as, "We recommend that those having charge of literary work be urged
or be recommended to refer all publications for general use to the Editorial Committee", instead

of the words of the report which he understands to mean "all publications must , etc." The
discussion in this final conference brought out clearly the difference between us which is this, -

Has the mission the right to say "must" in matters important or unimportant, or shall it only say,

"we suggest", "we urge"?

If the Board decides that the latter view is the correct one it will change the opinions
hitherto uniformly held in this mission and will make each missionary virtually independent of the
mission. The result would soon be that each would be working along separate and independent
lines. Of course the mission cannot entertain for an instant the idea that its rules and those of the



Board are binding only upon the majority and not upon certain individuals. To free any individual
from the operation of existing rules would be, as we understand it, to dissolve the mission and to
place missionary work upon the basis of individual responsibility to the church at home without
mission oversight. There is no alternative between complete independence and mission control,

unless we have episcopacy, which as Presbyterians we have no mind to adopt.

Having stated thus strongly the principle and the only principle at issue between the

Mission and Dr. Underwood, the principle from which he appeals - viz. - the right of the mission
to say must in matters which it deems to be of sufficient importance to require such actions, - we
state just as strongly that it is not the wish of the Mission to limit the liberty of any one individual.

This is shown by the fact that:

(1) The clause in the report to which objection was taken applies equally to all members of
the mission.

(2) The clause reads, "All publications intended for general use , etc." This is certainly no
more comprehensive than Sec 35 of the Board's Manual and Art E. Sec I and IV of the Rules
and Bylaws: and the discussions both in the Mission meeting and in the conference of the

committee with Dr. Underwood showed plainly that by the words general use was meant text

books, hymn books, work on the language, church standards and such publications as from their

very nature would require a concensus [sic] of opinion and of use.

(3) This clause of the committee's report does not prevent the publication of any book
whatever but only requires that, in order to prevent misunderstandings and contentions,

publications of a certain character shall be referred to a Permanent Mission Committee. We
understand this to be exactly in accordance with Bylaws, Art.E. Sec. IV, "Any member appointed

by the mission to do special literary work shall report to this committee, etc." and Bylaws Art. G.

Sec. VII - Paragraph (4),
"
Editorial Committee :

- This committee shall have charge, etc. + + and
supervision of the literary work " We understand that the power to appoint includes the power to

supervise , and supervision could not well mean less than the referring of the publications to the

proper committee. This is no infringement on individual rights and is certainly as little as the

mission could ask of its members in order to secure cooperative efficiency on the very important

line of work.

The Mission asks of The Board for a decision upon the one question involved and not

upon side issues. A decision against the action of the mission will necessitate the rescinding of
actions already taken relating to every department ofwork and to the individual work of each
member of the mission

Committee: S. A. Moffett, Chairman of Mission

C.C. Vinton, Secretary of Mission

W.M. Baird

Graham Lee

PS. If the Board wishes further light upon this question the committee would suggest that they

confer with Mr. Lee during his stay in America

(from microfilm reel #179, letter #38)



Seoul, Korea Nov. 14, 1893 (Rec’d Dec. 23rd) Samuel A. Moffett

Rev. F.F. Ellinwood, D D
53 Fifth Ave. New York

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood

It has been some time since I have written to you but since the conclusion of our Annual

Meeting two weeks ago I feel a desire to have a short talk with you concerning the past work and

our plans for the future.

I wrote you nothing at the time in reply to the Board's letter and newspaper clipping

referring to our work in Pyeng Yang - as I preferred to wait until I made my official report to the

Mission. I ask now that particular attention be given to that report as I think it will give you
accurate and thorough information and also show our time, position, purpose and actions. I

greatly regret the ease with which incorrect news finds its way into the newspapers as credence is

so often given to false reports rather than to true ones. However, I realize the practical

impossibility of your always having before you an accurate view of the situation & condition of

things on any mission field Certain it is that many a time have I longed for your presence here for

a few weeks that by personal contact with each & all of us in our work you might come to know
the inns (sic) and outs - the peculiar difficulties & trials, the delays and hindrances, and the whys
and wherefores of this and that Many things would be clear to the Board could you thus

occasionally get such a look into the inner life and experience of the Mission as it deals with

questions - extremely delicate yet important and far reaching.

You cannot get this from mere correspondence for there are many things which cannot be

written without giving more cause for misunderstanding and misinterpretation than is occasioned

by passing them over in silence Yet I can see from the Board's letter that very many of the

causes and reasons which lie back of Mission action are not at all clear to you. Our most difficult

problems have to do with work in its relation to the personnel of the Mission but were we to

attempt to inform you fully on these lines - we should be mis-understood - others would be

unfairly represented - letters would be too personal and the Board would obtain erroneous views

of the Missionaries. Several times have I been tempted to write to you as I should like to talk

with you about the personnel & work of the Mission, but I have feared being misunderstood or of

leading you to misunderstand others - who with certain peculiar faults or traits, disposition or

abilities, necessarily taken into consideration in the Mission’s actions - are yet marked by other

traits which make them useful men on the field I have not felt called upon to sit in judgment

upon my fellow-laborers and yet I wish you could get a consensus of the judgment of the Mission

upon each of us. It is far easier to write of those things which commend themselves to us than of

the opposite.

From its earliest history the Korea mission has had most delicate & difficult problems to

face, placing it in most perplexing & annoying relations The early minutes of this mission are a

shame and I wish they could be destroyed. We shall probably always have difficult questions to

meet but I am thankful for the spirit which now characterizes our meetings - and that altho we
differ decidedly and have strong convictions characteristic of Presbyterians - yet we have had the

Spirit's present and there has been no anger, nor malice, not bitterness, nor any evil speaking.



There are many things in my mind of which I cannot write but I have written thus to callyour attention to the fact that mere correspondence does not always lay bare what it would be
well for the Board to know

Now with reference to the Mission's requests - we have asked for large appropriations -
but the increase is largely for new houses. Probably you cannot grant all of these this year but
please do not cut the appropriations for our work Two of these houses while needed - are not
imperative - viz. - the one asked for Pyeng Yang and the one for Fusan Station - the others we
need at once if at all possible I hope we shall want the funds for the Pyeng Yang house before
May 1st J895 and they should be available - but if not, Lee & Dr. Irvin can do for two years as I

have done - go & come until their place is prepared for their wives I was about to write you a
strong plea for a physician for Pyeng Yang but to our great surprise & joy Dr. Irvin & wife
dropped in on us last week and already they are talking & planning for Pyenu Yang. Thus with
greater determination than ever I leave tomorrow to

[last page missing]
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Sincerely yours.

we are to observe between the 19th and 20th of this month* I
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v
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fruits oh tho mission fields, but I must close and turn my at ten-
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With kind regards to all the members of the M is si on.
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New York, New York March 11, 1893 Frank Field Ellinwood

My dear Mr. Moffett:-

I have received today an immense mail from Korea which lay the whole work out before me I
have read with peculiar interest your letters, and 1 want, ere it slips my mind, to express my hearty
approval of the sentiment expressed in regard to the Boys’s School, namely that the great body of
instruction should be in the vernacular and not in English. We have done, I hope, with training the
heathen in the English language, denationalizing them, educating them away from their own people
and the interest of their own work. I am more and more in favor of using the languages of the country.

We are at work upon the estimates but it is too soon to give you any definite conclusions. It is
not an easy task to take the estimated expenditures as they come in from the many fields, compare
them, weigh their respective claims and then out of a piece of cloth which is always too small, cut so
many garments with thorough justice to all. Every year when the estimates come they show a large
advance. The work grows more rapidly than the benevolence of the churches, and then every year a
swarm of outside objects, each with its peculiar type of importunity, increases in number and
persuasive power.

J
am writing to the Mission concerning the Week ofPrayer which we are to observe between

the 19‘ and 26 ,h
of this month. I send you herewith some of the little circulars which show you what is

proposed. Allow me to suggest as I have done with our other Missions, that, although the Missions
cannot observe the same date with us, they appoint a similar date at their own convenience so that
prayer may ascend from all our missions for the out-pouring of God’s spirit upon Mission work, upon
the Board, churches and the native churches. The forms of missionary work, the established lines of
duty have been set, and we have been moving on therein but could there be an out-pouring of the Spirit
of God upon all our work it would be like a plentiful shower upon a fertile land. The interest would
spring into new life, there would be more earnest prayer, there would be wiser planning in the Board,
and in the Mission. There would be a more restless yearning for spiritual fruits on the mission fields’
but I must close and turn my attention to the estimates and reports.

With kind regards to all the members of the Mission,

Sincerely yours,

F.F. Ellinwood

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #224, Vol. 31, part 2, letter #152)



Gensan, Korea, April 13, 1893 (Rec’d May 26, ‘93) Graham Lee

My Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Your kind helpful letter reached me at Pyeng Yang forwarded overland. My plans for the
summer were changed suddenly and now, instead of being in Pyeng Yang I am at the home of Mr.
Gale in Gensan [Wonsan] I wish to give you a full account of our attempt to open work at

Pyeng Yang and to give you a better understanding of everything. I must say something about my
first trip to that city last fall. As I told you I went up in company with Dr. Hall of the Methodist
mission. Dr. Hall was doing medical work there, and for an interpreter and helper he had a

Korean who I feel sure is a rice Christian and who has no more true religion about him than a

stone. In fact this man was bad morally, and he did much to hinder the work.

Dr. Hall and I lived in the house of a man whose young son the Dr. had cured sometime
before. This man appeared very grateful and friendly, so unsuspecting Dr. Hall took him into his

confidence, told him he wanted to come to Pyeng Yang to live and asked him if he could find a
house that was for sale. The man, Mr Song by name, went out to look for houses and came back
with the report that none were to be had, but that he was willing to sell his house if the Dr.

wanted to buy it.

The matter was talked over and Dr. Hall agreed to take the house at the man’s price,

which was about eight hundred dollars, at least three or four times as much as a Korean would
have paid for it.

In all his transaction Dr Hall let it be known that he was coming to Pyeng Yang
immediately to live, which was certainly a mistake as we discovered to our sorrow afterwards.

Another thing that worked against us was the fact that Dr Hall’s “rice” Christian told around
among the people that the foreigners were coming up to Pyeng Yang, that they were going to buy
up all the fine sites, put up big houses and change the whole city. This was another thing that

worked against us.

As soon as Dr Hall and Mr Song came to an agreement about the house we started back
for Seoul. Dr. Hall was to raise the money and as soon as possible return to Pyeng Yang and buy
that house.

The last week in February Dr Hall had his arrangements completed, and in company with

Mr. Noble of their mission he returned to Pyeng Yang to buy the house.

Two weeks after Dr Hall left, Moffett, Swallen and I left for Pyeng Yang, also all

prepared to have Mr. Han (one of our helpers) buy a house if a suitable one could be found.

When we reached Pyeng Yang we found Dr Hall living in a house just inside the West Gate,

which he had purchased in the name ofMr You, their chief helper. Dr. Hall had also bought
another house in Mr. You’s name, which I will call house #2. Mr. Song had raised the price on
his house and for that reason Dr Hall refused to buy it.



We found Hall and Noble in good spirits over their transaction. Dr. Hall told us that when
they first went into the house the people in the neighborhood were somewhat worked up over the
fact but that the governor had sent out a message which made everything quiet. According to Dr.
Hall s story which he got from his helper, Mr. You, this message stated that the foreigners were
good people, that they cured the sick and helped the poor and that if anyone molested them he
was to be reported to the governor Mr You also stated to one of our helpers, Mr. Saw, that the
message said that this Christian religion was all over Seoul, implying that if such was the case it

would make no difference if it did come to Pyeng Yang.
This put us all in fine spirits for we all thought “surely if the Governor has taken such a stand,

there will be no opposition to our gaining an entrance.”

On the following Monday Hall and Noble were to leave for Eui Ju Before going they
urged us very warmly to go into their house #2 and live there until Mr. Han our helper had
succeeded in buying one Moffett demurred at first for he was afraid we might be going a little

too fast to move up into that house and give the appearance that we were living there. We talked
the matter over and came to the conclusion that since the governor had sent out that message
there would be no trouble about our going into the house. On Monday Hall and Noble left for
Eui Ju and on Tuesday morning we moved up into house #2. Here we were quite comfortably
fixed and all seemed quiet and serene. All this time Mr. Saw and Mr. Han, our helpers, had been
working to buy a piece of property lying outside of the wall west of the city. About the middle of
the week the transaction was made and for three hundred and thirty dollars ($330.00) (silver) they
bought the side and top of a small hill which was beautifully situated. It was near enough to have
plenty of access to the people and far enough away to be rid of all the horrid smells of the city.

There was one Korean house on the property and there was land enough on which to build all the
houses we would ever need and plenty more for garden purposes. We were all on the mountain
top over our delightful prospects

On the following Monday Swallen left for Seoul Soon after his leaving our troubles

began. First the men who had sold the houses to Dr. Hall were arrested and imprisoned. You
understand that Dr. Hall bought nothing in his own name but all the transactions were in the name
of Mr. You, their helper. These men who sold the houses were arrested we heard because they
had sold their houses to a foreigner When we heard the men were to be arrested, Moffett tried to

see the governor in their behalf and tell him that no foreigner had bought a house. Nothing had
been done in violation of treaty or Korean law The governor refused to see Moffett. We could
only wait to see what would happen next Something happened soon enough. Mr. You, who was
still living in the first house Dr Hall bought was ordered by the governor to return the deeds for

both houses. Here was a pretty mess for the deeds were in Dr. Hall’s possession and Dr. Hall was
in Eui Ju. Mr. You couldn’t get the deeds so to save himself he made out false ones and these

were returned to the men

Up to this time nothing had been said about the purchase our helpers had made and we
were hoping that nothing would be said but it was a vain hope, for before long came the order
that the deeds in our possession must be returned Returned they were and right glad were we
that no false deeds had to be made out by our helpers. We still remained in the house awaiting

developments. They came fast enough The next report was that a crowd had gathered in front



of the house where Mr. You was, and demanded of him to leave. He promised to go out the next
morning. We suspected our turn would come next and sure enough it did. That evening about
twenty men gathered before our door and began calling to us to go out, enforcing their remarks
with a somewhat vigorous pounding on the door. We held a council of war and Moffett decided
to go out and speak to them, which he immediately did He found the men friendly enough. They
said they had nothing against us, but that the magistrate had commanded them to put us out and
they were afraid to disobey. Moffett told them that if such was the case we would go out for we
didn’t want them to get into trouble on our account. This satisfied the crowd and they left. Next
morning Moffett went down to see the Magistrate and wanted to know if he had given any such

order to the people. He denied point blank that he gave such an order - but we believe he lied.

Moffett told him that we had done nothing contrary to the treaty and asked that the men who had
been imprisoned on our account should be released. This the magistrate promised to do as soon
as we left. Moffett then said that we would leave the next morning. Next morning we did leave

for Eui Ju. We were to go to Eui Ju, from there up to Kang Kyei then back to Pyeng Yang and
across to Gensan. Our plans didn’t carry out for that night I was taken with an attack of
dysentery which rendered it impossible for me to go on. Next day we came back to Pyeng Yang
and then hired a good four-man chair to bring me across to Gensan. The trip was made safely and
before reaching here I was much better Am now about well again Moffett has gone to Seoul to

meet Hall and see if our ministers can do anything to influence the governor and have that

property returned to the men who bought it

Now let me tell you in a few words where we think the mistakes were made which caused
our plans to so miscarry.

1st - We think Dr Hall made a mistake in letting it be known on his first trip that he intended to

come to Pyeng Yang to live.

2nd - In Dr. Hall having as a helper a bad man who circulated a lot of false reports.

3rd - In counting too much on the governor’ message to the people which didn’t mean at all

what Dr. Hall thought and told us it did Had it not been for the message which someone so sadly

misinterpreted, we would never have consented to go into that house but would have remained

quietly in the inn.

In regard to that message of the governor’s, instead of meaning what we were told it did,

it simply told the people not to move away because the foreigners were in that part of the city.

You see that this is not at all what we were told at first.

This looks as if I was trying to cast all the blame on our Methodist brethren. I have simply

tried to give the facts and this the way they appear to both Moffett and me. Dr. Hall is a lovely

Christian man and one with whom it is a delight to work and I would say nothing to disparage

him, but facts compel me to say that I think he made some fatal errors in judgment.

All that I have said in regard to our Methodist brethren please to consider is strictly

confidential. I only write this because I want to give you what I think a true statement of the



case.

Now a word about myself and I am done this somewhat lengthy epistle. In coming over
Moffett and I talked over my affairs and came to the conclusion that for some time to come I

would not be able to fix a place for Miss Webb and her mother in Pyeng Yang. As you know, I

am under promise to go or send for them in two years. We had both worked out the same
solution to my problem in the same way before talking it over. That solution is this: ask the

Mission to send me to Gensan for the present and when Mr. Gale gets into his own house I am to

get married and occupy the house he is now in This seems to be the only solution to my problem
as this seems to be the only house that will be available. As I said, Moffett favors this and both
Mr. & Mrs. Gale think it would be the best plan. The Mission could send me here for a few years

and then when it was possible if they saw fit, I could be changed to Pyeng Yang. I should hate to

give up the idea of working with Moffett for he and I agree beautifully, however the future can
only decide that. Mr. Gale thinks there ought to be another man here and if that is the case for the

present, why should not I be the man? I am perfectly willing to abide by any decision of the
Mission but I do sincerely hope that they will see the way clear to send me here for the present.

In a few days I intend to set up bachelor’s hall in the cholera hospital. Here I will be alone
and will have a fine opportunity to get down to some solid work on the language.

This little building is very well suited to my wants and in a few days I shall be comfortably

situated. I may say that the use of the building has been given me free of rent by Mr. Lie sen [?],

the Chinese Commissioner of Customs

Now, I intend living there until our next Annual Meeting in October. What the future will

be, the Mission must decide.

I trust the above is clear enough to give you some idea of our attempt to open Pyeng
Yang.

Very sincerely,

Graham Lee



Seoul, Korea Oct. 28, ‘93 Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

According to Mission instructions I wish to make the following statement in regard to
salary.

As a single man I am perfectly willing that my salary should be cut down one hundred
dollars [gold] for I think I could live well on eight hundred dollars [gold] per annum.

In regard to the salary of a married man I can say nothing as I have had no experience.
Let me say this though that whatever action the Board may take in regard to salary will be
accepted most willingly by me.

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee

(Microfilm reel #177, letter #63, Bd Of Foreign Missions of the PCUSA)



Seoul, Korea Oct. 29, 1893 (Rec’d Nov. 28th) Graham Lee

Dear Dr. Ellinwood.

At our Annual Meeting just finished the Mission decided that I should remain in Seoul for
the present pending such time as I could move into Pyeng Yang. The Mission also voted that I

should return to America immediately to get married. I hope to leave Gensan on Nov 15th for
America. If you wish to write me send letter to Mrs. Margaret Webb, #15 Jefferson Ave.,
Evansville, Indiana.

Shall return to Korea just as soon as I can. Will you kindly ask Mr Dulles to forward the
balance of my outfit money to Miss Blanche Webb so that I may have it to use as soon as I reach
Evansville.

The Mission instructed me to write you in regard to site for dwelling house purchased by
Mr. Gale in Gensan which I will do on a separate sheet.

I do not wish to go to New York and will not do so unless you write for me to come. I

trust this has been done in accordance with your wishes in the matter. It certainly seems to me
best that I should go for Miss Webb now

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee



Rock Island, 111.

Dear Dr. Ellinwood:

Dec. 30, 1893 Graham Lee

I am here at home for New Years and expect to return to Evansville next week. We are to
be married on Jan. 10th and are to start for New York immediately stopping at Madison, Ind. on
the way to see Mr. Moffett’s mother. We hope to reach New York on the 13th and if not then,

the following Tuesday.

Both your letters sent to Evansville I have received. Will do my best to give you a clear

idea of things in Korea. This year Mr Gifford was committee on narrative. If you look up his

report on narrative it ought to give you the summary of the work you desire.

Tomorrow morning I speak in our home church on Korea

Sincerely yours,

Graham Lee
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Seoul, Korea May 6, 1893 D.L. Gifford

Dear Dr. Ellinwood,

There has recently come to my notice an article in the Independent written by Rev. H.B.
Hulbert, formerly a professor in the Royal Gov’t School here, in which he pleads for a Christian

College for Korea. I cannot agree with the positions he takes.

In my judgment there is no call for the establishment of a Christian College in Korea just

now. A few years from now should the Lord bless us with a native church of considerable size,

and should there be a demand for higher education for the children of our adherents, then by all

means let the Christian College come - a college which shall be primarily for the children of
Christians & not for the heathen youth I believe that our Boys’ School as at present conducted
amply fills our present needs The instruction is Chino-Korean intermingled with a little Western
learning, the aim being to familiarize them with the Bible & make them learned in the Korean
sense: viz., thorough Chinese scholars. And that in my judgment is just the way it should be
conducted. Mr. Miller under the direction ofMr Moffett is doing well in the conduct of the
school. Mr. Miller is a man of sound judgment & of strong educational bias, and I have no doubt
will make a thorough success of the school As to the needs for theological training, we have
now our Winter Theological Class & this is supplemented by the training we individually give the

helpers connected with us in the work. This suits our present needs. A few years from now there

may be a call for a Theological Training School, but not now. And finally we already have in the

country the Royal

Gov’t. School & the school of the Methodist Mission, both of which aim at being colleges. So I

hope there will be no attempt made at present on the part of the Board to start a Presbyterian

Christian College in Korea.

Am wanting to go down into Chulla Do soon with Mr Tate There are rumors of political

trouble brewing down in the region where we want to go, how much truth there is in them it is

hard to tell The Underwood people have not yet arrived though a letter from Mrs. Underwood
mailed at Jerusalem has been received here. We are now holding the week of prayer & self-denial

suggested by the Board. With all kind wishes,

Yours most cordially,

D.L. Gifford

(from microfilm reel #177, Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.,

Letters & Correspondence
,
letter #27)
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New York, New York May 8, 1893

[does not appear in index]

Frank Field Ellinwood

[Letter to Horace Grant Underwood, D.D., in Seoul, Korea]

My dear Dr. Underwood:-

Dr. Brooks, premillenarian of St. Louis is running a little magazine entitled Truth. He seems
to be zealous for the Bible but runs everything into premillenarian ideas. He has published some
utterances purporting to come from Mr. Fenwick of Korea in which the spiritual condition of our
mission is represented as little better than a fraud. He takes particular pains to dilate upon the
misrepresentations made by a missionary, a “D.D.” as to the glorious success in Korea. If his alleged
facts are furnished by Mr. Fenwick he ought to be trounced. There was a Mr. Sampson here last fall,
a man connected with the Presbyterian Church, South, who gave some sombre statements to me,
which he quoted from Dr. Vinton, which struck me very unfavorably at the time and I could not help
saying that it would be strange if the spiritual standard among the native Christians were very high at
a time when the Mission had virtually left the station and gone over in a body to Chefoo. I was a
little saddened and discouraged, but the explanations came afterwards which relieved the matter
somewhat. It is unfortunate that this article I refer to has gone through the country more or less and
especially among those who sympathize with premillenarian ideas.

We shall meet the statements on every hand, still we cannot afford to be easily discouraged
and perhaps we need sometimes a stimulus of this kind to lead us to take hold more earnestly of the
work, with dependence upon God or the outpouring of His Spirit.

Very sincerely yours,

F.F. Ellinwood

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #224, Vol. #31, part 2, unnumbered letter labeled “omit”)
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New York, New York May 8, 1893 Frank Field Ellinwood

To the Korea Mission:

Dear Brethren

There are some publications going the rounds, attributed to Mr. Fenwick, which seem highly

derogatory to the missionary work done in Korea. It is represented that the reports which have been

published from missionary sources are exceedingly misleading, that the work accomplished is very

little indeed, etc., etc. and I fear that great harm will be done in our churches which have been

expecting so much and are contributing so liberally toward the work. If even a tithe of what this

magazine states be true it shows the need of redoubled effort along spiritual lines both for the

advance of those already enrolled as professing Christians and for the enlargement of their numbers

by the accession of many more. As I have said in previous letters the great desideratum is no longer

in preliminaries, but in the actual work of gathering souls. Of course nothing can be done by unaided

human skill or effort, but there is always the resource of the Divine Spirit working in answer to

earnest prayer and earnest effort. When Mr. Sampson came here last summer and he is quoted in this

article as corroborating Mr. Fenwick, he gave a pitiful account of the spiritual condition of the

alleged converts in Korea as he had learned from Dr. Vinton. At the time that he made these

statements I had recently learned of the temporary abandonment of the Seoul Station by the

missionary force, and I could not help wondering if such an example had had anything to do with the

lowering of the moral earnestness of the native Christians. But of course I was greatly relieved when

later the explanations came in regard to the fact that the station was left alone, and especially that the

hospital was shut up.

We are just sending out Dr. Avison as an additional missionary in Korea, and it has been our

hope that in the division of labor he would be assigned to the care of the hospital, and for spiritual

work in which he would nave no restrictions placed upon him by Government authority. I judge that

this would be in accordance with his own wish and probably with the judgment of the Mission. I

think that Dr. Avison would take hold of the hospital con amore . We commend him to the mission

as one who will take hold of the work earnestly and who will be liked by your whole [mission

community].

Very sincerely yours,

F.F. Ellinwood

P.S. The publication referred to [several words are unreadable] and is edited by Rev. Dr. Brooks of

St. Louis in the interest of premillenarianism.

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea

Correspondence, microfilm reel #224, Vol. 31, part 2, letter #158)
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Seoul Korea May 8, 1 893 Samuel Austin Moffett

Dr. Ellinwood:

Enclosed please find a letter & pictures which I hope may be deemed what is wanted for

the August number of The Church at Home & Abroad.

I am hoping to leave this week for another visit to Pyeng Yang, confident that our first

repulse was only temporary and due entirely to indiscretion in making known to unreliable

Koreans what were our plans. (This was done by others.) I am quite sure that had we been
allowed to carry out our plans we should have been as successful as we were at Eui Ju but I hope
the first failure will but prove to have been a blessing. I go this time expecting to stay a month or
so according to the development of affairs but I hope to be able to report very considerable
progress towards gaining an abiding place in Pyeng Yang. One thing our last trip proved to me
very much to my regret viz that Mr. Lee cannot yet endure the long country trips and that for a
year or two he must give them up. I hope he will be able to arrange to stay in Gensan until we
get Pyeng Yang ready for him and his wife and that one or two years there will but fit him for

work. I am greatly disappointed, as he is, over this turn in his health for we had looked forward
with great satisfaction to working together in gaining our way into this interior city.

At present all sorts of rumors (largely false and exaggerated ones) are circulating

concerning a rebellion in the South. As usual Washington & London will probably hear a great

deal more alarming news than we who are here will ever know. If the rebellion does amount to

anything we have no fears for ourselves and I doubt not that any change in the country will but

open it the more freely to the gospel and that our positions here will be the stronger and our
privileges the greater. The people are most abominably misgoverned - the officials being little

more than robbers and the officials are hated beyond all expression.

Although we have but few converts as yet the influence of the gospel truth is having a

great deal to do with the discontent and loud complaints of the people. Hatred of the Japanese is

strong but my travels in the country have given me every reason to think that the people are

friendly to westerners. The rebellion may take the form of opposition to all foreigners - merely
as an excuse to get the government into difficulties in order to overthrow it, but I expect no
serious outbreak against us.

Much to our joy we hear of Dr. Underwood's arrival in Fusan and look for him here

tomorrow. With kindest regards,

Very Sincerely yours,

S. A. Moffett

(Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, PCUSA Board of Foreign Missions, Korea
Correspondence, microfilm reel #179, Vol. 8, letter #31)


